sensitive Nigrosin stain may be used (Nigrosin 5 mg in 100 ml 2% acetic acid). When the bands are completely stained (the sheet is best kept in the staining bath overnight) a quick rinse in tap water is quite sufficient.
An economical way of measuring fibrin degradation products CONSTANCE R. SPITTLE From Pinderfields Hospital, Wakefield, Yorks The measurement of fibrin degradation products is becoming increasingly used in the assessment of disorders of blood coagulation and fibrinolysis.
The kit supplied by Wellcome Research Laboratories is very useful for this purpose, but the high cost of the microtitre kit (£172) puts the test into the luxury class, and confines it to a few centres.
A modification of the test is described, using standard laboratory equipment. If it is less accurate than the micro-titre method, it must be minimally so, since the pipettes used are accurately calibrated.
The tests are done exactly as described in the instruction leaflet supplied with the fibrin degradation products kit, but the titrations are done in plastic rhesus grouping tubes, using haemoglobin pipettes (0-02 ml). If the volume of buffer is pipetted gently into the tube it will stay at the top of the tube, and the dilution mixtures can be made there before the resultant solution is shaken to the bottom of the tube. This is necessary because the haemoglobin pipettes are too large to fit into the tubes. A marked Pasteur pipette could be used instead, but the same pipette would have to be used throughout instead of a new pipette for each test. With a little practice, however, it is quite easy to use the haemoglobin pipettes.
Plastic ampoule holders with lids, having 10 divisions, are obtainable from any pharmacy, and these make admirable racks for this purpose.
The advantage of the tubes is that, owing to the small surface area, they can be left on the bench for long periods without detriment, if the lids are on the boxes.
If the sensitized cells are diluted with 5 ml of citrate buffer instead of 2 5 ml, and the tests are left overnight, the endpoints are very easy to read in a concave microscope mirror.
